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COMMONWEALTH FUNDING TO FIGHT SALINITY 

588. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Premier: 
Can the Premier advise on the State’s response to the continued delays by the Commonwealth to deliver on the 
promised funding to fight salinity? 
Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 
Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
We did put up the money, but where was the Commonwealth?  We are appalled by the approach to this question 
being adopted by the Commonwealth Government and by the Liberal and National Parties.  Let me go through 
the history.  I signed the bilateral agreement for the national action plan for salinity and water quality in 
November 2002.  The circumstances of that signature were: first, on the clear understanding that we had reached 
in-principle agreement with the Commonwealth on the text of the document, which we had; and, secondly, on 
the basis of a written request from none other than the Prime Minister that I sign that document as quickly as 
possible.  That was last November.  I then waited four months for a reply.  What happened?  Last week in this 
Parliament the Opposition informed me of the Prime Minister’s position on this matter.  The Commonwealth 
Government saw fit to inform the member for Merredin before it informed the Government of Western 
Australia.  We got a bit of a hint about where the Commonwealth was coming from on this issue.  Salinity is 
Western Australia’s biggest environmental issue, and we want the Opposition to work with us to come up with a 
solution.  At the moment the State, the regions and the local communities are meeting the salinity challenge with 
very limited commonwealth assistance.  Every year we spend more than $40 million fighting salinity in Western 
Australia. 
The Prime Minister has told us that he cannot support the Wellington Dam in Collie or the proposed forestry 
projects because it is difficult to conclude whether the projects are a priority for the regions until the regional 
plans are finished.  Yesterday afternoon on the radio Minister Wilson Tuckey said that the Commonwealth 
would endorse a drainage proposal in the eastern wheatbelt that, to date, had not been considered by the State, 
the Commonwealth or the regional communities.  What hypocrisy on the part of the Commonwealth 
Government!  Regional land care groups throughout Western Australia support the $88 million worth of projects 
identified by the State Government.  They are the people at the front line in the fight against salinity.  They 
deserve our support but Prime Minister John Howard has abandoned them.  The Prime Minister’s rejection of 
these projects shows that he either does not understand or does not care about the fight against salinity in 
Western Australia today.  The chair of the regional Natural Resource Management groups, Mrs Barbara Morrell, 
and I will write to the Prime Minister and invite him to visit the projects in Western Australia that he has 
rejected, so that he can talk to the local NRM groups on the ground and get a better understanding of what is 
happening in Western Australia.   
Our Government has not given up the fight with the Commonwealth.  Later this week, the Minister for 
Agriculture and the Minister for the Environment and Heritage will have an urgent meeting with regional groups 
to map out our next move to ensure that commonwealth money is distributed justly within the federation.  The 
Minister for Agriculture will meet face to face with commonwealth Ministers Kemp and Truss on Friday to state 
our case yet again.  Currently we have put forward $88 million worth of projects, backed up by the support of 
community groups throughout Western Australia.  The Commonwealth said it would give us only $30 million.  
Where do the Liberal and National Parties stand in the fight against the Commonwealth to provide justice for 
Western Australia?  They are supporting the Commonwealth Government against the people of Western 
Australia.  Shame on the Opposition.  They should be working with the Western Australian Government to 
ensure justice for the people of Western Australia.   
 


